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Roppongi Art Night 2016 Theme:  "Roppongi, Art Playground ς Let's run around and Try things out!" 

When we were kids, we found places like parks, vacant lots and corners of the street that looked interesting and made 

them into our own playgrounds. We got muddy and sometimes got hurt, but we were so focused on running around 

having fun that we lost track of time. This also provided an opportunity to encounter unknown things and people. 

This art night has been put together to let people gather and participate in art to relive those playful times that have 

been forgotten in the bustle of everyday life. It may seem old-fashioned but wouldn't you like to spend time in 

Roppongi to get a renewed sense of reality by seeing, hearing, touching and experiencing art for yourself? 

[Overview of Roppongi Art Night 2016] 

ƴ Official title:  Roppongi Art Night 2016 

ƴ Time and date: 17:30, October 21 (Fri) - 6:00, October 23 (Sun), 2016 

 <Core time 1> 17:30 - midnight, October 21 (Fri) 

 <Daytime>  11:00 - 17:30, October 22 (Sat) 

 <Core time 2> 17:30, October 22 (Sat) - 6:00, October 23 (Sun) 
* Core time and daytime are period with a high concentration of events such as performances and workshops. 

ƴ Venues:  Roppongi Hills, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo Midtown, Suntory Museum of 

Art, 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT, The National Art Center, Tokyo, Roppongi 

Shopping District, other cooperating facilities and public spaces in the 

Roppongi district 

ƴ Admission: Free (however, fee is required for certain programs and museum events) 

ƴ Organizers:  Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Arts Council Tokyo (Tokyo Metropolitan 

Foundation for History and Culture), Minato City, Roppongi Art Night 

Executive Committee [The National Art Center, Tokyo, Suntory Museum of 

Art, Tokyo Midtown, 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT, Mori Art Museum, Mori 

Building, Roppongi Shopping District Association] 

ƴ Official site: http://www.roppongiartnight.com 

ƴ Inquiries: 03-5777-8600 (Hello Dial) 

Main Visuals of Roppongi Art Night 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roppongi Art Night Executive Committee will hold Roppongi Art Night 2016 for three days from October 21 (Fri) to 

23 (Sun), 2016. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ theme is Roppongi, Art Playground ς Let's run around and Try things out! with Contemporary 

artist Kohei Nawa appointed for the main program. Don't miss the opportunity to see what Mr. Nawa, who has 

gained much international acclaim for his broad range of activities brings to Roppongi. 

The main graphic image expressing this year's theme has been designed by groovisions, a group active in various 

fields, and their design will be used as the icon for Roppongi Art Night 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Media Inquiries 

Public Relations and Promotion Office, Roppongi Art Night 2016 Executive Committee (PRAP Japan, Inc.) 

Staff: Iijima, Takahashi, Nangu  
TEL:  03-4580-9109 FAX:  03-4580-9135  MAIL:  artnight2016@ml.prap.co.jp  

 
 
 

Announcing the Theme and Main Graphic of Roppongi Art Night 2016! 

 Roppongi, Art Playground ï Let's run around and Try things out! 

Kohei Nawa appointed for program artist, major programs decided 

Press Release September 15, 2016 
Roppongi Art Night Executive Committee 

http://www.roppongiartnight.com/
mailto:artnight2016@ml.prap.co.jp
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Main Program Artist: Kohei Nawa 

Photo: Nobutada OMOTESANDWICH 
 

[Comment by Fumio Nanjo, Chairman of the Executive Committee] 

ΓTransforming Roppongi ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ L ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

Roppongi Art Night. All of us remember the great fun of running around, throwing things, or 

competing with each other in various games as kids in backyards or in school playgrounds. 

This is probably where we all start with sports. Therefore, it will be a fitting event theme for 

Tokyo which is going to host the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2020. This year, art and 

performances from around the world will create an enjoyable place for everyone ! Photo: Makiko Nawa  

 

 
 
Main Program Artist: Kohei Nawa 
Profile: 

Sculptor born in Osaka in 1975. Graduated from Kyoto City University of Arts Faculty 

of Fine Art majoring in sculpture in 1998. Completed the Masters Course in sculpture 

at the Kyoto City University of Arts Graduate School of Arts in 2000. Completed the 

Doctoral Course in sculpture at the Kyoto City University of Arts Graduate School of 

Arts in 2003. Launched the "SANDWICH" platform for production in Fushimi-ku, 

Kyoto. Held the KOHEI NAWA SYNTHESIS exhibition at the Museum of 

Contemporary Art Tokyo in 2011 and the FORCE exhibition at SCAI THE BATHHOUSE 

and PACE LONDON in 2015. Focusing on the unique concept of "PixCell" combining 

Pixel and Cell, he is expanding the potential of sculpture by utilizing a variety of 

technologies and materials such as beads, prisms, polyurethane foam and silicone oil. 

He is a professor at the Kyoto University of Art and Design Graduate School of Art 

and Design Studies. 

 

<Works by Kohei Nawa> 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

άCƻŀƳέ  
2013  

mixed media 
dimensions variable 

installation view, AICHI TRIENNALE 2013, Aichi 
courtesy: Aichi Triennale 2013 and SANDWICH, Kyoto 

photo: Nobutada OMOTE | SANDWICH 

Installation view: mission [SPACE×ART] - beyond cosmologies, 
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo 

2014 
courtesy: SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo 

photo : Nobutada OMOTESANDWICH 
 

άtƛȄ/Ŝƭƭ-5ŜŜǊІнпέ 
2011Ο 

mixed media 
Οh:2020  w:1820  d:1500 mm 

Οcollection: The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York, USA 

Οcourtesy: SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo 
Οphoto: Nobutada OMOTE | SANDWICH 
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Main Program: 
Kohei Nawa, who has globally expanded the scope of his activities as a 

contemporary artist, will team up with Seijun Nishihata, a plant hunter who 

travels the world in search of rare plants, and Daisy Balloon, a balloon unit that 

has received high acclaim in the fashion industry for its bold ideas that overturn 

preconceptions about balloons, to provide the "Main Program" of Roppongi Art 

Night 2016. 

The concept of the main program that will be run on three stages in Roppongi Hills 

Arena, the National Art Center and Tokyo Midtown is "the dawn of culture ushered 

in by the forest of Roppongi." Please look forward to the chemical reaction brought 

about when Nawa's refined sensibilities spanning from the visible to unseen 

"presence" come in contact with the unique characteristics of Seijun Nishihata and 

Daisy Balloon. 

 

 

[Roppongi Art Night 2016 Area-wide Programs] 

The familiar landscape of the town will be completely transformed by the art programs put in place throughout 
Roppongi. Numerous artworks will connect areas, enabling you to enjoy walking around Roppongi. 

 

ẼCompagnie des Quidams, άFierS à Chevalέ 
Compagnie des Quidams, an internationally renowned spectacle performance group based in France, will come to Japan 

with its new show entitled "FierS à Cheval" (Proud Horse) to perform at Roppongi Art Night. Performers wearing strange 

white costumes appear and transform into beautiful glowing horses with a symphony evoking an image of space and the 

sound of horses neighing. The ringmaster gives power to the horses, dances and playfully moves closer and farther away 

from the audience. The glowing white horses symbolizing peace, innocence and spirit will cross paths in a dreamlike 

performance that will appear at Roppongi Hills, The National Art Center, Tokyo and Tokyo Midtown. 

* A company lauded for its performance of "Herbet's Dream" at Roppongi Art Night 2010 will return to Japan. 

 

- Time and date: October 21 (Fri) and 22 (Sat) * Times are to be determined at a later date. 

- Venues: Roppongi Hills Arena, 66 Plaza, The National Art Center, Tokyo (West gate - slope- main gate), Tokyo 

Midtown Plaza 1F 

    

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

© Marc Van Canneyt © Laurine Schiavon © Cie des Quidams 

Seijun Nishihata,  
CEO of Sora Botanical Garden Project 

Daisy Balloon (Rie Hosokai and Takashi Kawada) 
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Ẽ Tokyo Caravan in Roppongi Art Night Simultaneous Program
*1 

A new cultural movement based on the concept of new expression being created in cultural mixing where various artists 

supporting Tokyo Caravan Conceived by Hideki Noda as leading project guiding the cultural program for the Tokyo 2020 

Olympic and Paralympic Games. A workshop was held at Komazawa Olympic Park in 2015, and a variety of talented 

Japanese artists had met local artists in Rio de Janeiro where the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games 

are being held, creating performance in a cultural άinter-mixtureέ workshop transcending borders, language, culture 

and Their respective genres. Starting in Brazil, Tokyo Caravan will conduct creative workshops in Miyagi and Fukushima, 

and the cultural circus created through such encounters will be shown on the main stage of Roppongi Art Night. 

 

- Time and date: October 21 (Fri) and 22 (Sat) * Times are to be determined at a later date. 

- Venue: Roppongi Hills Arena 

- Organizers: Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Arts Council Tokyo (Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and 

Culture) 

- Participating artists: Hideki Noda, Tokyo Ska Paradise Orchestra, Reijiro Tsumura, ά¢ƻƪȅƻ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴέ Ensemble, 

Marihiko Hara and others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Installations 
Places where the appeal of Roppongi as a town will be created by installing artworks in stores, streets and parks 
throughout the town. A variety of installation artworks and programs chosen for the "Open Call Project*2" will be 
used. 
 

<Main Programs>  

Ẽ Choi Jeong-Hwa, άFlower Chandelierέ 

Choi Jeong-Hwa has created a variety of artworks using flowers as a motif, such as 
a giant lotus flower, and this time he will exhibit the particularly breathtaking 
άFlower Chandelierέ series. The chandeliers are made using pop-colored flowers 
like those used in mass-produced toys, and they gained much attention at Choi 
WŜƻƴƎ Iǿŀϥǎ άhappy happyέ retrospective exhibition held this year at Museum of 
Contemporary Art Kiasma in Helsinki, Finland. This time, he will unveil a new 
piece made to match the scale of Metro Hat, where it will be installed. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Metro Hat 
 

Ẽ Choi Jeong-IǿŀΣ άLove Meέ 
Glossy pink fabric is used to create a balloon shaped like a giant pig with wings on 
its back. The wings on the pigΩs back gradually move as if these were breathing, 
providing an entertaining scene to all who see it. In Korea, a pig symbolizes good 
fortune, wealth and prosperity, and the pig's pink fabric and the form of a balloon, 
which is empty, may reflect issues faced in modern society such as the emptiness 
of mass consumer society. It is a piece that is not only entertaining, but also 
provides an opportunity to re-examine the way we live. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills West Walk 2F Southern Atrium 

  

The public workshop being held at Komazawa Olympic Park in 2015 
photo: Yoshikazu Inoue 

 

Love Me, 2013 

Flower Chandelier, 2012 
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ẼTsai Kuen-Lin, άAs Hear / Sayέ 
Tsai creates artworks using plastic pipe and guides the viewer to problems that 
interest him by enabling the viewer to participate in the work. He heavily uses 
sound in his artwork, and in this program he plans to use plastic to enable the 
audience to hear sounds from around the world, creating a piece that provides an 
intriguing experience of being in cities overseas while staying in Roppongi. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Front of Roppongi Hills North Tower 
 
 
Ẽ Lyota Yagi, άTakoyaki Sequencerέ 
Using a device that analyzes an image from a camera installed above a takoyaki 
machine in real time and converts the pattern of takoyaki into sound, a loop of music 
is created using a 7 x 8 grid matching how the takoyaki are being cooked. The 
analytical program was made by programmer and artist Takehisa Mashimo, and it is a 
media piece combining food and music by converting the process of cooking takoyaki 
into art. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills  
 
 

Ẽ Akinori Goto Σ άtoki- serise_#00έ   Program Chosen from the Open Call Project
*2 

Time is normally taken for granted. However, you cannot see or touch time. When 
you think about it, it is quite intriguing and mysterious. When thinking about time, 
I noticed that there was a strong relationship with "change." This piece is an 
attempt to give substance to time by connecting change. At a glance, it may only 
seem like a white block, but a snippet of time is played back by projecting light 
through the slits. As if it were alive. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills West Walk 2F 

 

Ẽ Andreas Greiner and Tyler Friedman, Sound and Light Installation 

A mysterious installation work using sound and light created in a space based on a 
concept devised by Andreas Greiner. Tyler Friedman's music plays in pitch-black 
darkness, and marine plankton called noctiluca reacts to give off a blue-white 
light. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Reine Roppongi Building B1F 
 
 
 
 
Ẽ Jeppe HeinΣ άContinuity Inbetweenέ 
An architectural installation creating a space within a space. The two gently 
curving walls have small 10cm holes from which 2cm-diameter jets of water are 
emitted to connect the two walls. The intense stream of water flows almost 
horizontally for 3 meters, enabling viewers to visually experience both speed and 
the law of gravity. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Reine Roppongi Building 4F 
 
 
 

  

ά!ǎ HŜŀǊκǎŀȅέΣ нлмр 

άCǊƻƳ {ǘǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊǎέΣ нлмп  
Composition: Tyler Friedman,  

Photo: Andreas Greiner 

ά¢ŀƪƻȅŀƪƛ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǊέΣ нлмп 
photo: Omote Nobutada 

©AKINORI GOTO 

ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ LƴōŜǘǿŜŜƴέΣ нллс 
Courtesy: SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo 
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ẼPeter Fischli & David Weiss, άThe Way Things Goέ 
A video piece in which junk and household goods such as a completely ordinary 
chair, a glass bottle, a PET bottle, a bucket and a tire cause chain reactions  like 
dominos as they fall, rise, and burn. Gravity, centrifugal force and chemical 
reactions cause things to transmit energy in a variety of forms such as bubbling 
and smoke. It looks like the items are performing on their own without any 
human presence. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Imoaraizaka Parking Area 
 
 
Ẽ Yŀǘǎǳŀƪƛ hƎŀǿŀΣ ά{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎέ 
The Roppongi Crossing is the entrance and place of welcome to Roppongi Art 
Night. The artworks on display here are signs guiding visitors to the town and 
forest of Roppongi. Landscaper Katsuaki Ogawa use clock and plants to resemble 
the boundary of entering into brief period of Roppongi Art Night, symbolizing the 
starting point of the "playground." 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Roppongi intersection 
 
 
Ẽ Kurumi Wakaki, άMan of the Wheelέ 
This is a piece in which the artist keeps running inside a device like a giant 
hamster wheel to keep the wheel turning. Woodblock prints are placed on the 
outer circumference of the wheel, and because the artist hoped photos would 
look like an animation when viewed at the perfect speed but this failed, the work 
is only based on the concept of the artist surprising the audience by simply 
continuing to run. It is a piece imbued with much power because it showcases the 
performance of the artist challenging her limits by continuing to run for two days. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 
 - Venue:  Rapiros Roppongi 
 
 

ẼYasuto Hasuwa, άRoppongi Sign Girlέ Program Chosen from the Open Call Project
*2 

Roppongi is constantly bustling with many people day and night. Glitzy signs line 

the streets of this town providing a wide variety of services. Meanwhile, we tend 

to only look at the services and forget about the faces of people living there. This 

is a project that looks at the faces of the people living in Roppongi by turning the 

actual Roppongi sign girls into signs. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Various places in Roppongi 

 

  

ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ Dƻέ, 1987  
Courtesy: T&C Film, Zurich 

ά.ŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭέΣ нлмм 
Courtesy: Gallery Jin, Tokyo 

 

* Image is an artist's impression. 
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Town Performances 
Performances are carried out in a variety of places in Roppongi. Programs chosen for the Open Call Project*2 will 
also appear, and create extraordinary scenes. 
 

Ẽ{[h² [!.9[Σ άSLOW MOVEMENT ROPPONGIέ 
An audience-participation performance of the poem entitled "The Eternal 
Symphony" written by poet Mizuki Misumi created with a workshop by diverse 
performers and creators in a variety of areas regardless pf age, sex, occupation or 
disability. In a symphony of the five senses like wandering into a maze of musical 
notes as light and sound are naturally woven together in harmony with human 
movement and presence transcending the boundary between seeing and being 
seen, the physical aspect of people is combined with the latest technology to 
paint an organic world asking questions about life and the world beyond the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat)  
   * Times are to be determined at a later date. 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena, 66 Plaza 
 
Ẽ Takao Kawaguchi, άTOUCH OF THE OTHERέ 
An excerpt of a scene from TOUCH OF THE OTHER, a joint international project 
first performed in Tokyo in January 2016. It was produced in Los Angeles and 
Tokyo with Jonathan M. Hall based on research materials prepared by sociologist 
Laud Humphreys stored in ONE Archives in Los Angeles. As the social rights of the 
LGBT community become established worldwide, this work goes out of its way to 
ask questions of future society with focus on this "deviant" culture. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) 20:00- / 22:00- 
 - Venue:  Mikawadai Park 
 
Ẽ Yuzo Ishiyama / A.P.I, ά0dB/Prototypeέ 
"0dB/Prototype" proposes a new approach to dance products that has been 
made possible in the 2010s. What is a sense of realism and live performance? 
Dancing that is performed in the area in the zone between silence and 
thunderous noise created by a special audio system that combines chilling silence 
with violently powerful dynamism to carve a careering feeling of not having a 
sense of belonging. 
 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 20:00- / 22:00- 
 - Venue:  Mikawadai Park 

* The maximum number of participants is limited to 100 because sound 
devices are provided to participants on loan. 

 
ẼMizuki HiramotoΣ άSUSHI Performanceέ 
The seemingly normal people that appear from somewhere at the sound of a 
whistle suddenly turn into sushi!? Suddenly transforming into sushi in a variety of 
places is humorous, letting passersby laugh and providing a present in the form of 
a special moment for anyone who happens to see the performance. The "sushis" 
will be out on the town looking for you in Roppongi.  

- Time and date:  To Be Determined 
 - Venue:  Various places in Roppongi 
 

ẼSwitch Research Institute, άRoppongi Art Night Switch 2016έ 

A happenstance performance lasting 3 to 30 second when something occurs after 
a switch is flipped. The performance was chosen in last year's Open Call Project 
and has appeared again because it was received so well. This instantaneous 
performance that begins by flipping a switch located in a variety of places such as 
stores and facilities throughout Roppongi can be enjoyed by young and old alike. 
 - Time and date:  To Be Determined 
 - Venue:  Various places in Roppongi 

Photo: 427FOTO (Takamitsu Yamawaki) 

Sushi performance άSushiέ @ Azumazushi 
Photo:CHIBA Gaku  

 

Photo: Hsuan-Kuang Hsieh 

Photo: Hideaki Hamada 

"QWERTY" Photo: Yohta Kataoka 
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ẼToshihiro Nakanishi, Teturo Shimaguchi, The Samurai Sword Art group KAMUI, Emi Yoshimura, 

άSAMURAI IN ROPPONGI!!!έ 
 Program Chosen from the Open Call Project

*2 
Performance art combining theatrical combat with music. The performers are 
violinist Toshihiro Nakanishi, theatrical combat choreographer Tetsuro Shimaguchi 
and the members of his KAMUI group. They will wander the streets of Roppongi 
and imitate swordfights on the street with live performances on the street. 
"Although the streets of Roppongi are now lined with neon, it used to be a town 
of warriors and samurai with many great lords' compounds and old samurai 
residences. Just imagine the samurai coming back to Roppongi. Who have they 
come back to Roppongi to cut? 

 - Time and date:  To Be Determined 

 - Venue:  To Be Determined 

 

ẼManika Nagare with Makoto Enda, Minako Suzuki, άwƻǇǇƻƴƎƛ Landscape Paintingέ 

   Program Chosen from the Open Call Project
*2 

A performance highlighting the appeal of the nightscape of Roppongi by 
borrowing the town and the people moving to and fro during Roppongi Art Night 
as part of the landscape. The performances dotting the area will sometimes 
become pictures and sometimes be transformed into artworks in their own right, 
creating a different landscape (picture) for every instant. The performance takes 
snippets of the nature that can be found hidden in the city to infuse new breath 
and re-examine such aspects in a piece that provides a chance to rediscover and 
relive the beauty of Roppongi through dance and painting. 

 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 

   * Times are to be determined at a later date. 

 - Venue:  To Be Determined 

 
ẼSanriku International Arts Festival in Roppongi Art Night 2016Σ άwƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘέ 

 Simultaneous Program
*1 

Part of the performing arts festival held every year since 2014 to communicate the appeal of local performing arts of the 
Sanriku coast that were born through history and culture, and are still passed down the generations, and to encourage 
interaction with overseas and other regions through performing arts will be coming to Tokyo. What will people feel and 
desire seeing the performers wearing masks and costumes as they fill the space with the sound of drums, gongs and 
flutes? The performance entitled "Road with King of the Forest" by Usuzawa Shishi Odori (Otsuchi-cho) representative 
of Iwate prefecture, and the Barong performers, gamelan players and dancers of Bali, Indonesia will gracefully dance 
through Roppongi. 

* After the performance, a workshop on gamelan music and other topics will be open to the public. Details such as the 

venue and time will be provided at a later date. 

 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 12:00 - 13:00 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 

 - Organizers:  An international performing arts exchange support project by the Japan Contemporary Dance 

Network (JCDN) and the Agency for Cultural Affairs in FY2016  

 - Support:  The Japan Foundation Asia Center 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

©Manika Nagare 2016 

© Takahiro Kohara 
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Meetings in Town 
An art program only made possible by the addition of participants. Meeting, talking, listening, moving and 
experiencing... This is a form of art that is not simply one-way viewing. 
 
ẼROPPONGI ART NIGHT CAFE supported by Seibu & Sogo 
The Hills Cafe/Space in Roppongi Hills will be transformed into an event & cafe 

space for Roppongi Art Night again this year. By pursuing the traditional beauty of 

Japan that has been accumulated over the years, artists creating new expressions 

that are classical yet contemporary will gather together in a party brimming with a 

variety of paintings, music and performances on Art Night. Japan will mingle with 

the rest of the world for three days through fusion of Japanese instruments and 

Western instruments, and the modernization of the traditional culture of Japan. A 

participatory workshop will be held on the 22nd (Sat) for art to be enjoyed by 

children and adults alike. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) * Times are to be determined at a later date. 

 - Venue:  Hills Cafe/Space in Roppongi Hills 

 
 
Ẽ Artist Talks 

(1) Theme Talk 

Executive Committee Chairman Fumio Nanjo, Main Program Artist Kohei Nawa and the artists who participated in 
producing the artworks will gather together to talk about the theme of this year's Art Night and the main pieces 
shown. 
 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 21:00 -  
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 

(2) Final Talk 

A talk event held in the early hours of Sunday morning by artists participating in this year's Art Night who volunteer to 
attend. How many artists will have the strength to get together this year? 
 - Time and date:  October 23 (Sun) 4:00 - 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 
 

Ẽ Roppongi Play Park West Ground 

Tomoko IwataΣ άThe Planet Pot----The Start of Another Groundέ 
Takuo YamadaΣ άThe day the park becomes a happy art villageέ 

Pressing the Play button on Tomoko Iwata's potted plants will make "another 
ground" appear, and people will become members of an art village surrounded by 
the works of Takao Yamada. The artworks of these two turn the surface of the 
earth into their own playing surface evolving with the involvement of visitors. It is 
fine to fulfill the itch to explore or to have a rest under the tarp. The West Ground 
is also designated as a disaster-prevention park, and people can improve their 
ability to survive by participating in the "art-based disaster prevention drills" held 
there. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) and 22 (Sat)  
   * Times are to be determined at a later date. 
 - Venue:  Roppongi West Park 
 

  

Takuo Yamada 
Homage to Eclipse 

Tomoko Iwata 
Installing the solar system 

on the ground 
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Ẽ Guided tour to help you get the most out of Roppongi Art Night  

This will be held as the successor to last year's "Tour for Enjoying Roppongi Art 
Night More," a guided tour of the artworks on show. Based on the unique method 
of art viewing called ACOP, volunteer guides trained in advance by Tomoki Hirano 
will seek out the appeal of the art works on display and the town of Roppongi 
while enjoying dialogue with participants instead of simply providing a one-sided 
explanation of knowledge of artworks like an ordinary guided tour. These guided 
tours vary greatly depending on the character of participants and the number of 
people participating, and are different every time even if experienced several 
times instead of just once. Wouldn't you like to participate in a guided tour to talk 
through the night of Roppongi Art Night? 
 - Time and date:  To Be Determined 
 - Venue of start of tour:  To Be Determined 
 
 
Ẽ Japan Philharmonic Orchestra, Japanese Radio Calisthenics in Live 
Classical Music!  
A string quartet accompanied by the trombone will perform classical music 
suitable for the morning and radio calisthenics music for starting the day afresh. 
Get off to a fresh start listening to wonderful classical music while doing radio 
calisthenics in the morning.  
 - Time and date:  October 23 (Sun) 5:15 - 6:00 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 - Support:  Japan Philharmonic Orchestra 
 

 

 

 

 

Last year's tour 
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[Roppongi Art Night 2016 Venue-specific Programs] 

Various contents are also available as special programs for Roppongi Art Night 2016 at Roppongi Hills, Mori Art 
Museum, Tokyo Midtown, Suntory Museum of Art, 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT, the National Art Center, and the 
Roppongi Shopping District. 
 

[Roppongi Hills Programs] 
Installations, performances and hands-on programs will completely change the scenery at Roppongi Hills. 

Installations 

ẼPeter MacDonaldΣ άSleep Walkingέ 

A new installation using images by internationally acclaimed painter Peter 

MacDonald from London will appear on 66 Plaza.  

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills 66 Plaza 

 
 
 
ẼMotoi YamamotoΣ άLabyrinthέ 
"Drawing a path with salt is like following the way back to my precious memories. 

However, I am not sure if I can reach the heart of those memories. The reason for 

this is that the lines of salt I draw move in unintended directions and are 

sometimes broken due to the effects of undulations in the floor, humidity and 

also my own emotions. A salt path is the inevitable entwined with the 

coincidental. After I have completed a piece, I like to quietly follow the path to see 

where it leads."  - Motoi Yamamoto 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Keyakizaka Complex B1F 

 

Ẽ Kubo DŀŜǘŀƴΣ άSmoothieέ 

Items in a 3-dimensional shack fly about, and the churning image inside can be 

seen with a camera installed on the window. Because the camera rotates in the 

same position as the window, the interior remains unchanged while the items fly 

about like possessed by a poltergeist. Also, because some of the furniture is fixed 

in place, it looks like a room inwhich the balance of gravity has been broken. The 

artist made this piece after researching historical views of the early 20th century 

regarding psychoanalysis and parapsychology. 

 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) - 23 (Sun) 

 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills West Walk 2F Northern Atrium 

 
 
Performances 

ẼYasutake ShimajiΣ άSolo withέ 

A solo performance by Yasutake Shimaji, a choreographer and dancer who is 
active as a dancer of Noism and the Forsythe Company, and has gained much 
attention for his enthusiastic work with rapper Tamaki Roy this year. This 
performance converts "something" emitted from the "location" and the 
movements created by communication with Shimaji the dancer into voice through 
the brain. It is an experimental attempt to create a collaboration with movement 
by looping the audio. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) 21:00 - 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 

 

άtŀǊƪ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜέΣ нллу 
Courtesy:  Kate Macgarry, London 

άLabyrinthέ, 2013, Hiroshima 
Prefectural Art Museum  

 

άSmoothieέ  
Courtesy: Kodama Gallery, Tokyo 
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ẼShintaro Oue, Maki MorishitaΣ ά.ǳǘǎǳǊǳέ 
A spin-off piece from the new "Dokowodoubutsuru" that will be performed at the 
Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center in October. Seeing and being seen is something 
that does not change even when the stage is a zoo. Freedom can be found by 
coming down from the stage, but this will lead to the realization of being caught 
in the invisible cage of time. Although the world is a big place, it is no different 
from the inside of a cage. This piece visualizes and expresses ideas on how to 
share values and wanting to be free due to not being free. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) 23:00 -  
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 
Ẽ Strange Kinoko Dance CompanyΣ άbƻǿ [Ŝǘϥǎ Dƻ ¢ƻ !Ǌǘ bƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΚέ 
"Will you dream a good nightmare on Art Night? Or will it be a bad nightmare?" A 
performance in Roppongi Hills Arena by Strange Kinoko Dance Company, a dance 
company that has led the scene for many years. Strange Kinoko will spread its 
gentle and sweet spores from the Arena installation used as a stage. The audience 
will be enticed into a mysterious sleep. Look forward to this exclusive session only 
for Roppongi Art Night!  
 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 22:00 - 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 
ẼSAL VANILLAΣ άhhLhhέ 
Sal Vanilla shocked the crowd with their performance of "inter/action" at the 
opening of Roppongi Hills in 2003. Breaking silence after an 11-year hiatus, they 
will return to Roppongi Hills Arena. Because the performance will be late at night, 
which could be considered characteristic of Roppongi Art Night, it is a 
sophisticated performance with emphasis on the body. All eyes are on the 
beginning of the new path being taken by Sal Vanilla after their return.  
 - Time and date:  October 22 (Sat) 23:00- / 23 (Sun) 1:00- 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 
ẼMakoto InoueΣ άS¢wLt9έ 
A world created with sound and traveled by clowns. What will be the last thing 
encountered in a world where reality and unreality intersect. A piece mixing 
pantomime with a DJ and a VJ. The performance made at the Avignon Festival in 
France this year has been rearranged with new specifications just for Roppongi 
Art Night.  
 - Time and date:  October 23 (Sun) 0:00- / 2:00- 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
 
 

ẼDance: Roku Hon Moku Yamaiba Vol.4 Ryohei Kondo and friends 

As is custom every Roppongi Art Night, a dance stage will suddenly appear late at 
night this year. Led by choreographer and dancer Ryohei Kondo, who heads the 
Condors, participants will passionately and quietly perform Bon-odori dancing in 
the middle of the night. Don't miss out on the fun! 
 - Time and date:  October 23 (Sun) 3:00 - 
 - Venue:  Roppongi Hills Arena 
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teamLab "Crows are Chased and the Chasing Crows are Destined to 
be Chased as well, Blossoming on Collision - Light in Space" 2016 

 

 

[Mori Art Museum Program] 
"The Universe and Art: Princess Kaguya, Leonardo da Vinci, teamLab" is being held at Mori Art Museum. The 
museum's opening hours will be extended on October 21 (Fri) and 22 (Sat). 
 

Exhibition Held during Roppongi Art Night 

Ẽ The Universe and Art: Princess Kaguya, Leonardo da Vinci, teamLab 
Astronomy manuscripts penned by genius Leonardo da Vinci are 
on display in Japan for the first time ever. A new interactive 
installation by teamLab is also on display. Our universe is of 
perennial interest, appearing in art all around the world as an 
object of worship and study over the centuries, and spawning 
ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ !ǊǘΣέ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
will offer a diverse selection of around 200 items from across the 
globe and down the centuries, in multiple genres, from meteorites 
and fossils to historic astronomical material by Da Vinci and 
Galileo; mandalas; Taketori Monogatari (The Tale of the Bamboo 
Cutter) which we may call Japan's oldest sci-fi novel; installations 
by contemporary artists, and the latest from the frontline of space 
development. Join us on a journey exploring where we came from, 
and where we are going, as Roppongi turns into a portal to the 
cosmos. 
 - Exhibition period:  July 30 (Sat) - January 9, 2017 (Mon/ holiday) 
 - Museum hours:  10:00 - 22:00 (admission closes 30 minutes earlier) 
    * Only open until 17:00 on Tuesdays 
   * During Roppongi Art Night 2016 opening hours will be extended to 10:00 - 1:00        
   the following day on Oct 21 (Fri) and 10:00 - 6:00 the following day on Oct 22 (Sat) 
 - Museum holidays: None (Open everyday) 
 - Venue:    Mori Art Museum (Roppongi Hills Mori Tower 53F) 
 - Participation fee:  Adults: 1,600 yen; student (high school and university students): 1,100 yen 
    Children (4 years - junior high school students): 600 yen 
 
 

[Tokyo Midtown Programs]  
In addition to a variety of programs, Tokyo Midtown will host a special program for Roppongi Art Night for the 
simultaneous event "Tokyo Midtown DESIGN TOUCH 2016" and provide enjoyment through a diverse content. 
 
Ẽ Street Art Performances 
An "Art Playground" will appear on B1F of Tokyo Midtown! An open performance will be made by five artists 
selected in the Tokyo Midtown Award 2015. 
 
Nao Uesaka, άUsual Labyrinthέ 
Artwork by Nao Uesaka suddenly connects to different scenery and creates the 
experience of a new world being born when a door made of a familiar material is 
opened. At Roppongi Art Night, she will publicly create works using everyday 
items such as furniture and books. They may all look like completely normal 
things seen in anyone's room, but if you peer in from a different angle, you may 
be able to escape from the "everyday" that you normally see. 
 - Time and date:  October 21 (Fri) 17:30 - 23:00 
   October 22 (Sat) 17:30 - 23:00 
 - Venue:  Tokyo Midtown, Plaza B1F Metro Avenue 
 - Participation fee:  Free 
 

* Image is an artist's impression. 


